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           WASHINGTON - The League of American Bicyclists, a national membership           organization of cyclists, honored Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)           with its National Bicycle Leadership Award at its 2004 National Bike           Summit on March 4. Congressman James Oberstar (D-MN), ranking member           of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, presented           the award to Congressman Olver at a reception in the Hart Senate Office           Building.

           "           I am honored to receive this award from an organization           that represents the interests of millions of cyclists throughout the           country," Olver said. "Cycling is not only a recreational           activity, it is also a form of transportation. Bicycle paths and rail           trails are part of a balanced transportation policy. These transportation           enhancements expand transportation choices and can serve as a magnet           for economic development by attracting people into our communities."

           Some 350 bicycle advocates, bike industry leaders,           and transportation, public health, and environmental professionals           came together last week for the league's fourth annual National           Bike Summit. The summit, a forum that focused on improving bicycling           policies and initiatives and educated decision-makers on Capitol Hill,           took place March 3-5. 

           The league recognized Olver for his leadership in           preserving transportation enhancements during the 2004 appropriations           process and for his membership in the Congressional Bike Caucus. Olver           is the ranking member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,           Treasury and Independent Agencies.

           Elissa Margolin, Executive Director of the League           of American Bicyclists, said, "The league and our nation's           bicyclists are particularly grateful for Congressman Olver's           leadership in the efforts to preserve enhancements last fall, and we           are delighted to honor him before so many of the leaders of the bicycling           community who are here for the 2004 National Bike Summit." 

           Congressman Tom Petri (R-WI) who, along with Congressman           Olver, co-sponsored the bipartisan amendment that restored funding           for the transportation enhancements program, also received the National           Bicycle Leadership Award. Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) was also granted           the award.

           The League of American Bicyclists promotes bicycling           for fun, fitness and transportation, and works through advocacy and           education for a bicycle-friendly America. The league represents the           interests of 41.4 million American cyclists, including its 300,000           members and affiliates. For more information, visit  www.bikeleague.org  or 
www.bicyclefriendlycommunity.org .
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